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The Jade Mountain resort overlooks the Caribbean Sea and St. Luciaʼs picturesque Piton Mountains.
JOE MCNALLY

Honeymoon contenders reach for Caribbeanʼs
crown
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The magic of St. Lucia may have been short-lived for The Bachelorʼs Jake Pavelka, but that
doesnʼt seem to have put off a host of brides-to-be.

The upscale Caribbean island, the stunning backdrop for last yearʼs finale of the reality TV
show, is fast becoming one of the top honeymoon destinations, wedding planners say.

While almost anything goes at weddings these days, “thereʼs still something timeless about
the honeymoon,” says Tara Soloway, co-founder of Toronto-based LUXE Destination
Weddings.

“People still want to do something pretty incredible where theyʼll blow the bank. Savvy
brides these days have done their research. They know there are some really interesting,

beautiful places in the world that will make their dreams
come true.”

St. Lucia came through on that front for Pavelka — at
least briefly. His engagement to Vienna Girardi — which

took place on bended knee at Jade Mountain resort overlooking the Caribbean Sea and St.
Luciaʼs picturesque Piton Mountains — was on the rocks just a few months later.

But the sensual setting did spark a flurry of phone calls from brides-to-be looking for a
unique and upscale honeymoon getaway, wedding planners say. It didnʼt hurt that
TheKnot.com recently named St. Lucia among “the 50 most fabulous escapes in the world.”

But even more exotic spots are gaining ground. Travel agent Isobel Mickiewicz of Torontoʼs
New Wave Travel has seen more couples turning their sights away from the Caribbean to
South Pacific destinations such as Tahiti, Fiji and Bora Bora, with dreams of spending their
honeymoon nights perched above turquoise waters in huts on stilts.

Greece is also making a romantic comeback, she says, along with far-off-the-beaten-path
places such as the coral beaches of the Maldive Islands in the Indian Ocean.

It seems that South America is also taking off as an affordable, yet exotic, country a quick
flight away where you can scale some of the most beautiful mountains on the planet, stroll
through sprawling vineyards and toast your new life together with a glass of rich, red
Malbec.

Soloway, for her part, has spent more than six years scouring the globe for memory-making
getaway spots. Hereʼs what she found:

 • The Caribbean is still king among many Canadian brides and grooms, with Mexico — in
particular the Mayan Riviera area surrounding the delightful fishing village of Playa del
Carmen — the top destination. The brightest lights at the end of the aisle are resorts such
as Esencia Estate, an exclusive 29-room Mayan Rivera resort, famed for its butler service
and nine-room “main house,” which was once owned by a European duchess. Thereʼs also
The Tides, a lush 70-room garden retreat with calming waterfalls and lagoons that has
been called “the classiest resort hotel in the country.”

 • James Bond has helped make Jamaica big for newlyweds, as well as a recent building
boom that has seen a host of new, luxury hotels spring up on its picturesque shoreline. The
boutique Island Outpost chain has just done a remake of its GoldenEye Hotel & Resort,
which includes the villa where Ian Fleming penned his James Bond novels. Sister property,
The Caves, with its romantic private dining cave tucked into the limestone cliffs of Negril, is
a perennial favourite with newlyweds.

 • Beyond the Caribbean, Soloway has seen the ageless romance of Paris make a
resurgence. And she doesnʼt know how much to credit World Cup Soccer, but demand for
South Africa, which hosted the sports extravaganza last year, is also up among newlyweds
looking to combine a few wild days on safari with the charms of Cape Town, the most
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