
20 of the best family-friendly places to
stay
Our readers seem to be big fans of hip hideaway specialist i-
escape, voted Best Online Booking Service in our Travel Awards
2011. Here, the website's associate editor picks 20 of her favourite
boutique family hotels
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You and your children will love the Hotel Esencia in Mexico. Photograph: Getty Images
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Flying Boat Club, Tresco, Scilly Isles

We love FBC, a clutch of stylish beach houses on car-free Tresco where you can watch
the kids on the beach from your balcony. They are great for toddlers – with pushchair-
friendly walks along the coast – and for older kids, who can safely go on solo bike
expeditions and play in the fantastic indoor pool. Baby monitors work from some
cottages to the complex's restaurant, so you can go out to eat. 
• Self-catering cottage from £208 a night, sleeping six, i-
escape.com/flyingboatclub.php

Polurrian Bay Hotel, Helston, Cornwall

Nikoi Island is solid gold proof that family travel doesn't have to be drab: not only could
you be staying in barefoot luxury in a beach house on this private Indonesian island, but
you could also fit it into a stopover on a longer trip (Singapore is only two hours away by
sea). The staff are genuinely delighted to take children on walks and adventures, with
beachcombing, treasure hunting and snorkelling on offer, as well as a dressing-up box
with mermaid and pirate outfits. They will also babysit.
• One-bedroom beach houses from £165 a night, accommodation only, sleeping two
adults and three children, i-escape.com/Nikoiisland.php

Golden Buddha Beach Resort, Thailand

There's not a jetski in sight at this utterly peaceful and secluded island, Koh Phra Thong,
in western Thailand. If you don't mind the long journey (fly to Phuket, drive two-and-a-
half hours, then take a longtail boat), you're rewarded with miles of pristine beaches and
a car-free island to explore. The swimming, snorkelling and kayaking are fantastic, the
jungle is on your doorstep, and you can enjoy yoga or massages while staff entertain
your children. This is a fantastic option for junior environmentalists.
• House for two adults and two children from around £95, accommodation only, i-
escape.com/Goldenbuddhabeachresort.php

Hotel Esencia, Mexico

Ads by Google
Amalfi Coast luxury villa
Luxury villa overlooking Positano wide terrace,private pool, jacuzzi
www.villafiorentino.com
The Ritz-Carlton Club®
Discover world-class luxury with The Ritz-Carlton Destination Club®
www.RitzCarltonClub.com
Panama All-Inclusive
Book Panama All Inclusive Vacations With 100% Local Experts!
Panama.Vacationscostarica.com

Readers’ tips
Cádiz: Taberna el Albero
This little unpretentious bar which also serves good simple seafood is run by a one-time
bullfighter. Most of the seating is outside on the street. We…
Posted by Fidge 2 Oct 2011
Seville: Area around Plaza Alfalfa
Good vibe around the Plaza Alfalfa with plenty of good tapas bars (La Bodega & Bar
Alfalfa), cafes and alternative shops.
Posted by Fidge 2 Oct 2011
Edinburgh: A children's literature of the UK
With it being Children's Book Week I can only encourage all families to get out and visit
some of the amazing places here in the UK that have links to…
Posted by FamilyJT 2 Oct 2011
Tampere: Moomin Valley
The Moomin Valley of the Tampere Art Museum is a museum devoted to original works
by writer and artist Tove Jansson and can be found in the centre of

This 30-room hotel on a pure white beach near Playa del Carmen in the Yucatan gets a
serious thumbs-up from parents as well as their kids. Decorated with a glorious fusion
of Caribbean colours, Mayan heritage and sleek modernity, it serves perfect margaritas
and sublime ceviche from its excellent restaurant, as well as having a popular kids'
menu. The two-bedroom cottages and garden suites are spacious, and as well as the
main pool, kids' pool and nearby beach, there are children's yoga and cookery classes,
and specialist chocolate spa treatments for kids. That's what we call going the extra
mile.
• Garden suites from £390 a night B&B, sleeping three, i-escape.com/hotelesencia.php

For the full collection go to i-escape.com/kids


